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Leicester, waged battle for a certain piece of land which
was disputed between them; and they fought from the
hour of prime till past noon. And, as they thus strove
together, one drave the other up to a certain small ditch;
and, as he stood over it and should have fallen therein, his
kinsman cried to him, " have a care of that ditch which is
behind thee, lest thou fall therein"; whereupon there arose
such a shout and tumult from those who stood and sat
around, that the lord Earl heard their shout even in the castle
where he sat, and enquired of his men what might be the
cause thereof; and they told him how these two kinsmen
fought for the land, and how one drave the other to the ditch,
and warned him when he stood over it and should have fallen
therein. Then the burgesses, moved with pity, made a
covenant with the said Earl, that they should give him three
pence yearly from each house which had a gable on the High
Street, on condition that he would allow them to dispute
and determine all pleas concerning the citizens by means of
24 jurats.
16       PIEPOWDER COURT
From east the end of the nth century onwards the royal grant
of licence to hold a fair seems to have implied licence also to hold a
court of summary jurisdiction for offences committed at the fair itself.
These obtained the name of Piepowder Courts (fiiepQudreux^ dusty-feet,
the suitors appearing informally in their travel-stained condition). In these,
a jury of merchants found the judgment or declared the law; thus suitors
and doomsmen were all of the same class. England is the only country
which possesses records of the proceedings at these courts; the following
examples are from C. Gross, SeUct Cases on the Law Merchant (Selden
Soc, 1908), All are from the records of St Ives Fair (Hunts,), which
belonged to the Abbot of Ramsey.
(p. 33. A.D. 1288.) William of Houghton complains of Joan
of Earith, for that whereas the said William was in front of his
gate near the waterside on Thursday last, the said Joan came
there and assaulted him with vile words, (saying that all his
life he had lived by knavery and that the measures of the
said Joan had been seized by the contrivance of the said
William,) to his dishonour to the amount of 2$. etc.
(p. 36.  AJXI288.)  John, son of John of Eltisely, complains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